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Newsletter – February 2026
What an amazing start to this term. The children and the team really enjoyed taking part in the different events and visits to our local library. We have lots planned for this half term, please make sure you check the dates. 
Our Team
We would like to give a very warm welcome to Eliona joining the family and Kayleigh, who has recently returned from maternity leave. We’re delighted to have her back as part of our nursery family.
We are a busy nursery and always try to keep familiar staff with your children to help them feel happy, secure, and settled. Occasionally, staff may move between rooms to make sure we are meeting the needs of all our children in the best possible way. Although each team has a base room, we work closely together as one team, and every member of staff is here to support every child. Cara and Kayleigh are our room-based senior staff, and Danika and Donna oversee all rooms, ensuring both children and staff are well supported at all times.
Room Teams
· Guppies – Beth & Jessica
· Seahorses – Amie & Shibila
· Seals – Deb, Shannon, Madison & Holly
· Dolphins – Kayleigh, Mel & Kisha
· Mini Penguins & Penguins – Cara, Michelle, Vickie & Gemma
· Sharks – Amanda, Janice & Kelly
· Lunch & Cover Support – Vicky & Eliona
· Cook – Summer
· Third in Charge & On-site SENCo’s – Danika & Donna
· Off-site SENCo – Craig
· Managers – Jody & Kerrie
If you have any questions about your child’s room or would like to speak to a member of the team, please don’t hesitate to ask – we’re always happy to help.
Change of information   
Please keep us updated with any personal changes regarding your child such as home life or medical. As well as your own contact details please ensure that we have at least one emergency contact for your child if we are unable to get in contact with two primary contacts, they will only be contacted if we are unable to speak to primary caregivers.   

End of term
Our last day of term will be Friday 27th March 2026 for term time children only.  Term time children will return on Monday 13th April 2026. 
	

Funding Codes
If your child receives any funding 15 or 30 hours please ensure you provide your national insurance numbers, if you have not provided your national insurance as of yet please email this to headstartnursery1@hotmail.com

Late collection 
Please ensure that you collect your child on time for when their session time ends or before, if you arrive at the finish time teachers will be unable to give a verbal handover, your child’s day will be available to access via Blossom. If you are running late, please call to let us know. If you are late collecting your child, you will be charged £2.00 per minute per child. 

Invoices & Payments 
Polite reminder that fees are due by the 10th of each month, if they are not paid by then and you have not contacted management to make any arrangements then a 10% late fee charge will be added. If you have not received your invoice or you are unsure about payments, then contact management by the 8th at the latest to then make appropriate arrangements to avoid the late fee charge. 
Children’s Oral Health
Please take time each morning and night to help your child learn the importance of brushing their teeth properly. Good oral hygiene habits started in childhood are essential for lifelong healthy teeth and gums. Regular visits to the dentist are also a key part of keeping your child’s smile healthy. These check-ups help prevent problems and ensure any issues are spotted early. Please make sure your child is registered with your local dentist and attends regular dental check-ups. Together, we can help our children build healthy habits for a bright, confident smile 😁
Thurrock Family Hubs 
Please Register with the Family Hubs
Brighter Futures family hubs (formerly children’s centers) support families with children aged 0–18, or up to 25 years for young people with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND).
Family Hub services include:
· Information and advice for parents and carers
· Drop-in sessions and activities for parents, carers, and children
· Child and family health services
· Family and parenting support
· Child development support
· Baby and child play sessions
· SEND support for children and young people
Families are encouraged to register to access these valuable services and support networks. Family hubs | Thurrock Council
For information on local support services during pregnancy and for families with babies up to 2 years old, please visit Start for Life.
Events we will be taking part in at Headstart Nursery –
Wednesday 25th February – Lent – 6 weeks before Easter 

Monday 2nd March – 7th March – week celebration for St David’s Day 
Tuesday 3rd March Lantern Festival 
Thursday 5th March – World Book Day – Dress up for the day 

Monday 9th March – Friday 13th March – Maths Week - 14th March International Day of Maths 
Monday 9th March – Friday 13th March - British Science Week
Monday 9th March – Friday 13th March – People who are special to us for Mother’s Day 

Monday 16th March – Friday 20th March – week celebrations for St Patricks day (17th)
19th-20th March Eid 
Monday 16th March – Friday 20th March - Beep Beep Day – Road Safety

Thursday 19th March - Eid al-Fitr 
Friday 20th March - Red Nose Day 
Friday 20th March - International Day of Happiness

Monday 23rd Mach – Thursday 2nd April – Easter events & celebrations
Friday 27th March – Last day of term 

Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April – Half Term 

Friday 3rd April – Bank Holiday – Closed 
Monday 6th April – Bank Holiday – Closed 

Tuesday 7th April – Healthy Foods Week - World Health Day (7th) 



Are there any festivals that your families celebrate that we could incorporate into our upcoming events? Feel free to email us or speak to one of our staff at the door.
